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Senator Rex Patrick 
Level 2, 31 Ebenezer Place 
ADELAIDE SA 5000  

Dear Mr Patrick 

I refer to your application (your ref NC-FOI/MV) made under the Freedom of Information Act 
1991 (FOI Act) regarding:  

“1. A copy of the Expenditure Review into the spending of the Metropolitan Fire Service. 
2. Any correspondence between the State Government and the Hon. Troy Grant that go to the
terms of reference and purpose of the review.
3. A copy of the contract between the Hon. Troy Grant and the State Government that employed
him to conduct the review.”

In accordance with the requirements of Premier and Cabinet Circular PC045, details of your 
FOI application, and the documents to which you are given access, may be published in the 
agency’s disclosure log.  A copy of PC045 can be found at: 
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/resources-and-publications/premier-and-cabinet-circulars. 

A search of files has been conducted and three (3) documents were located that fall within the 
scope of your application. The document is identified in the attached schedule.   

In respect of the document, I have determined as follows: 

Document 1 

I have determined to exempt this document in full under Clause 1(1)(a) of Schedule 1 of the FOI 
Act. This document was prepared specifically for Cabinet and was submitted as a Cabinet note. 

“1—Cabinet documents 
(1) A document is an exempt document—

(a) if it is a document that has been specifically prepared for submission to
Cabinet (whether or not it has been so submitted)”.

This document is also an internal working document, which is considered exempt under Clause 
9(1) of Schedule 1 of the FOI Act.  

“9 – Internal working documents 
(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter –

(a) That relates to –

https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/resources-and-publications/premier-and-cabinet-circulars
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/resources-and-publications/premier-and-cabinet-circulars
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(i) Any opinion, advice or recommendation that has been obtained, prepared or
recorded;
in the course of, or for the purpose of, the decision-making functions of the
Government, a Minister or an agency; and

(b) The disclosure of which would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest.”

This report provides recommendations to Government for the purposes of decision-making. 

In applying this clause, I am obliged to consider the public interest for and against the release of 
information. 

Factors in favour of release include: 

• The public interest in promoting openness and accountability within Government.
• The public interest in scrutiny of Government decision-making.

Factors against release include: 

• The public interest in ensuring the effective conduct of the Agency’s functions.
• The need for confidentiality to allow government to consider, consult and otherwise

measure the feasibility of recommendations.
• The possibility that revealing the details of a third party’s business affairs would

compromise their competitiveness.
• The possibility that disclosure would deter others from engaging with Government.

On balance, MFS considers that the public interest is not served in the release of the information. 

Document 2 

I have determined to release this document in part. 

I have determined to release the email in full and exempt the attachment in full under Clause 
1(1)(e) of Schedule 1 of the FOI Act. 

“1—Cabinet documents 
(1) A document is an exempt document—

(e) if it contains matter the disclosure of which would disclose information concerning any
deliberation or decision of Cabinet”

The attachment also contains information pertaining to business affairs, which is exempt under 
Clause 7(1)(c) of Schedule 1 of the FOI Act. 

“7 – Documents affecting business affairs 
(1) A document is an exempt document –

(c) If it contains matter –
(i) Consisting of information (other than trade secrets or information

referred to in paragraph (b)) concerning the business, professional,
commercial or financial affairs of any agency or any other person; and

(ii) The disclosure of which –
(A) Could reasonably be expected to have an adverse effect

on those affairs or to prejudice the future supply of such
information to the Government or to an agency; and



- 3 - OFFICIAL 

(B) Would, on balance be contrary to the public interest.”

The disclosure of information relating to business and financial affairs of third parties can 
reasonably be expected to have an adverse impact on general business affairs and inhibit future 
supply of such information to Government. 

In applying this clause, I am obliged to consider the public interest for and against the release of 
information. As set out previously, on balance, SAFECOM considers the public interest is not 
served in the release of the information. 

Document 3 

I have determined to release this document in full. 

Appeal Rights 

If you are dissatisfied with this determination, you are entitled to exercise your rights of review 
and appeal in accordance with Section 29 of the FOI Act. To make an internal review application 
please see attached documentation. 

For further information, I guide you to the media statement on this subject by the former Minister 
for Police, Correctional Services and Emergency Services. This is dated 17 October 2019 and 
is located  on the Premier’s website, which is publicly available at: Expenditure Review 
Launched into MFS | Premier of South Australia  

Should you have any enquiries in relation to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on 
(08) 8115 3906.

Yours sincerely 

Rachel Dixon 
Accredited Freedom of Information Officer 

25 May 2021 

Encl: Document schedule 
Document 1-3 
Application for Review of Determination form 

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/expenditure-review-launched-into-mfs
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/expenditure-review-launched-into-mfs
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/expenditure-review-launched-into-mfs
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SCHEDULE OF DOCUMENTS 

Freedom of Information application by Senator Rex Patrick regarding the MFS Expenditure 
Review. 

Doc 
No 

Description Determination 

1 Report This document is exempt under Clause 
1(1)(a) of Schedule 1 of the FOI Act. 
This document was prepared 
specifically for Cabinet. 

This document is an Internal Working 
Document and is exempt under Clause 
9(1) of Schedule 1 of the FOI Act.  

2 Email chain and attachment This document has been released in 
part.  

The email has been released in full. 

The attachment is exempt under Clause 
1(1)(e) of Schedule 1 of the FOI Act 
(linked to Document 1). 

The attachment contains business 
information and is exempt under clause 
7(1)(c)(i) of Schedule 1 of the FOI Act. 

3 Standard goods and services 
agreement  

Released in full. 
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From: Troy Grant | Perspective Advisory Services <troy@troygrant.com.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 3 October 2019 3:29 PM 
To: Phelps, Kristy (SAFECOM) <Kristy.Phelps2@sa.gov.au> 
Cc: Lane, Dominic (SAFECOM) <Dominic.Lane@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: SAFECOM ‐ Budgetary Expenditure Inquiry SAMFS (Project Scope & Costings) 

Hi Kristy 

Sorry for the delay, I have been incredibly sick since I’ve returned from Japan but have been doing my best to put 
together the Project proposal.  Please find attached the proposal with costings, I’ve commenced my own desktop 
review of the supplied material from SAFECOM in addition to analysing the available Annual Reports and broader 
public available information relative to the MFS, so we’re ready if the scope proposal is accepted to hit the ground 
running. 

To assist in populating the Standard Goods & Services Agreement template from your end please find below all the 
necessary information sought. 

Perspective Advisory Services 
ABN 19 631 004 361 
Address: 
Level 40 ANZ Building 
161 Castlereagh street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Phone & email as below in signature block 

I have Professional Indemnity Insurances – Brooklyn Civil Liability (Lloyds of London) 
$20m Public Liability 
$20m Products Liability 
(Let me know if you need the Currency certificate exp 28.4.2020) 

The Perspective Team on this project: 

Hon. Troy Grant, Principal Perspective Advisory Services (Lead Reviewer) 
Adrian McKenna APM, Director Ironbark Consulting (sub‐contractor) 
Kate Torres, Project document co‐ordinator and controller 

All costs & disbursements and liability coverage for the Perspective team are within costing scope. 

I have charged the project over the 90 day duration at 40% reduced price from my standard day rate Specialist 
Advisory Fee for SAFECOM and then provided a 15% discount to the project price excl GST. 

Please let me know if you need anything else.  Look forward to the opportunity to work with the team and shape a 
positive outcome for SAFECOM, DTF and the SAMFS. 

cc. Dom Lane

Warm regards 
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